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APPENDIX A 



V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The presently claimed invention relates to methods of making stents. (See claims 1 
and 29). There are two independent claims, claims 1 and 29. 

Independent claim 1 is directed to a method of making a stent having at least a portion 
for insertion or implantation into the body of a patient, wherein the stent comprises a sidewall 
having a plurality of openings therein. (For examples of these stents, see specification at 
page 5, lines 6-22). At least a part of the stent, such as a surface of the sidewall, is formed of 
a porous material having a plurality of voids therein (see, e.g., page 3, lines 10-31) to release 
at least one biologically active agent therefrom (see, e.g., page 3, lines 23-24 and 29-31). 

The method of claim 1 comprises loading the porous material with the biologically 
active agent. (See, e.g., page 3, lines 23-24; and Fig. 2). In particular, the method of claim 1 
comprises forming a solution or suspension of the biologically active agent. (See, e.g., page 4, 
lines 11-13). The stent is placed into this solution or suspension. (See, e.g., page 4, lines 13- 
14; and page 10, lines 6-8). An electrode is also placed into the solution or suspension (see, 
e.g., page 4, lines 13-14; page 10, lines 1 1-12; and Figure 2 (electrode 16 and solution or 
suspension 13)). An electric current is applied to the stent and the electrode (see, e.g., page 4, 

lines 14-16; and page 10, lines 12-14) and at least some of the biologically active agent (e.g., 

i 

Fig. 2, drug 14) in the solution or suspension is allowed to be loaded into the voids (e.g., Fig. 
2, voids 12) of the porous material. (See page 4, lines 16-19; page 10, lines 14-26; and Fig. 
2). The biologically active agent is releasable from the voids of the porous material of the 
stent when the stent is inserted or implanted into the body of a patient (see, e.g., page 1, lines 
7-17; and page 3, lines 29-31). 

Independent claim 29 is directed to a method of making a stent having at least a 
portion for insertion or implantation into the body of a patient, wherein the stent comprises a 
sidewall having a plurality of openings therein and a surface adapted for exposure to body 
tissue of the patient. (See, e.g., page 1, lines 7-9; page 3, lines 7-9; and page 5, lines 6-22). 
At least a part of the stent, such as a surface of the sidewall, is formed of a porous material 
having a plurality of voids therein (see, e.g., page 3, lines 10-31) to release at least one 
biologically active agent therefrom (see, e.g., page 3, lines 23-24 and 29-31). 

The method of claim 29 comprises loading the porous material with the biologically 
active agent. (See, e.g., page 3, lines 23-24; and Fig. 2). In particular, the method of claim 29 
comprises forming a solution or suspension of the biologically active agent. (See, e.g., page 4, 
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lines 11-13). The stent is placed into this solution or suspension. {See, e.g., page 4, lines 13- 
14; and page 10, lines 6-8). An electrode is also placed into the solution or suspension {see, 
e.g., page 4, lines 13-14; page 10, lines 11-12; and Figure 2 (electrode 16 and solution or 
suspension 13)). An electric current is applied to the stent and the electrode {see, e.g., page 4, 
lines 14-16; and page 10, lines 12-14) and at least some of the biologically active agent {e.g., 
Fig. 2, drug 14) in the solution or suspension is allowed to be loaded into the voids {e.g., Fig. 
2, voids 12) of the porous material. {See page 4, lines 16-19; page 10, lines 14-26; and Fig. 
2). The biologically active agent is releasable from the voids of the porous material of the 
stent when the stent is inserted or implanted into the body of a patient {see, e.g., page 1, lines 
7-17; and page 3, lines 29-31). 
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